ALAIN LOCKE INITIATIVE LAUNCHES TO ENERGIZE URBAN EDUCATION 
National Education Nonprofit Fuses Three High-Impact Programs Focused on 

Closing the Achievement Gap by Developing Leaders for Urban Schools 

CHICAGO (Sept. 5, 2010) – Today, Pat Ryan announced the launch of the Alain Locke Initiative, fusing into a more powerful whole three innovative education programs that he founded over the past 20 years, which have been dedicated to making a measurable effect on urban education on a national scale.  The programs – the Inner-City Teaching Corps (ICTC), the Alain Locke Charter School, and the ExSL New School Leadership Program – all have a singular focus on recruiting and training high-impact education leaders and getting them into the schools that need them most, accelerating achievement and making major strides to closing the achievement gap.


“Uniting these three, high-impact programs under the umbrella of the Alain Locke Initiative will enable us to increase our impact in closing the achievement gap in urban schools,” said Alain Locke founder Pat Ryan. “Independently, all three programs focus on driving achievement acceleration in urban schools.  Together, as the Alain Locke Initiative, the synergy makes our work even more powerful as we develop education leaders who can energize urban classrooms and close the achievement gap.”


Pat Ryan, a former inner-city teacher and gang narcotics police officer, founded the three programs of the Alain Locke Initiative: the Inner-City Teaching Corps (ICTC) in 1991, the Alain Locke Charter School (with brother Rob Ryan) in 1998, and ExSL New School Leadership Program in 2008.   Each addresses a critical element in urban education:

· Alain Locke Charter School.   A remarkable success story in the heart of Chicago’s West Side,  the Alain Locke Charter School was singled out by the U.S. Department of Education as 1 of 7 schools in the nation best “Closing The Achievement Gap,” with the #1 test score gains in ISAT history.  The school demonstrates the impact of passionate leadership in combination with achievement-accelerating management.  The insights gained from the leadership at the Alain Locke Charter School inspire the Alain Locke Initiative’s work to develop leaders who are closing the achievement gap in schools across the nation.  

· The Inner-City Teaching Corps (ICTC).   ICTC is Chicago’s leading new-teacher development program for future school leaders.  ICTC alumni often go on to become principals of Chicago’s charter, Big Shoulders and district public schools, as well as serving as distinguished teachers with many honors such as the Golden Apple Award for Distinguished Teaching and the Presidential Award for teaching excellence, among many others.

· ExSL New School Leadership Program (ExSL). ExSL, a collaboration with Northwestern’s Kellogg School of Management Levy Entrepreneurship Institute, partners with Charter Management Organizations (CMOs) in Illinois and California to empower new charter school principals with achievement-accelerating management skills and capabilities.  ExSL schools have attained an average +32%  increase in student achievement. 
About Alain Locke 

Just over 100 years ago, Alain Locke achieved the seemingly impossible by becoming the first African-American Rhodes Scholar; he then continued his education to become a writer, professor and philosopher.  His dramatic success in a time of segregation demonstrates what can be possible for any child today and inspires the work of Alain Locke Initiative.

About Pat Ryan
Pat Ryan is the founder of the three urban education programs which were united as the Alain Locke Initiative in 2010.  A former inner-city teacher and a gang narcotics police officer, Ryan founded ICTC in 1991, the Alain Locke Charter School with brother Rob Ryan in 1998, and the ExSL program in 2008, all to address critical needs in education and find new approaches to solving those issues that had the highest impact.  In addition to his work with the Alain Locke Initiative, Ryan is the CEO and co-founder of INCISENT Technologies, ranked by Inc. Magazine as the #4 fastest growing software company in the U.S. in 2008.   Ryan earned his undergraduate degree at Georgetown University, his MBA from the Kellogg School of Management at Northwestern University and a JD cum laude from the Northwestern University School of Law. He resides in Chicago with his wife Lydia and three children. 
About the Alain Locke Initiative

The Alain Locke Initiative is a not-for-profit education organization focused on closing the achievement gap by energizing urban schools with high-impact leaders.  Founded in 1991 by former inner-city teacher and gang narcotics police officer, Pat Ryan, the Alain Locke Initiative is anchored by three key programs: the Alain Locke Charter School, which serves as both a laboratory and a shining example of a nationally recognized charter school; the Inner-City Teaching Corps (ICTC), a teacher development program for top recent college graduates and accomplished career changers; and the ExSL New School Leadership Program, which seeks to solve the issue of underperforming urban charter schools by developing principals with the entrepreneurial skills to achieve rapid success in startup schools. Visit www.alainlocke.org.
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For more information, contact:  Beth Strautz, Vagus, Inc.  bstruatz@vagusagency.com. (312) 670-1200. Mobile: (773) 895-5387.
