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Year-round school takes off
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EDUCATION | Today,. 11 start usmg format that has pmved helpful for others
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Brand  new  second-graders
should know how to tell time, Bul

after n long summer break, many
are rusty, forcing teachars to g0

back over the basics — which is the
hour hand? — instead of diving into
second-grade work,

That's not a problem at Alain
Locke Charter Academy in Fast

Garfield Park, which resumed class:

July 16 after a three-week summer
hreak.

“Phey fstill] know everything”
said Beth Melson, a Locke second-
grade feachen She tised to spend
weeks each fall reviewing T find
everything [ give them, they raise
their bands and say, T'm done”

Lycke switched last summer to a
year-round calendar — 10 weeks of

achool followed by Uhree-week:
breaks — and il seems Lo e paying.
off. l’rehmmar}f state Lest resulls

are up over last year, including a 10
percenikage point gain in veading:
Teachers also report more time 4o
plan-ahead.

i | actu:ﬂ}y feel smarber) said 12-
year-old Tierra Masupha, “I get a
lot more knowledge.”

The idea, long pushed by Mayor
Daley, iz stmtmg to take off.

Today, 11 Chicago Public Schools
open for the first time on a year-

round ealenidar Another four mads
the switeh last month, The 15 new:
schools bring the total number of

Chicago schools on the year-muud
catendar (o 33, There are nearly
2,000 in the United States, about
double the number 10 years ago, the
Mational Association for Year-
Round Education says.

Year-round students typically are
in cluss the same number of days as
in regular schools, Most year-round
Ghicagu sehools take & seven-week
break in the summer and two- to
three-week breaks staggerad
Lhmughnutthe:,rear

Locke is'an exception. Az achar- -

ter sehool, it-sets its own schedule,

Second-grade teacher Beth Nelson
says less time is spent reviewing
previous lessons,

HHL‘I‘H Feds recommend moee

-vaccmes for students. | Paged3

Bince 1999, it has run 190 days, 20

more than most CPS schools, Class.

doesn't end until 5 panceach day.
Before the switch to year-raund,

some Locke parents feared they

would be stranded withour doy-care

during breaks. In the end, pavents.
have reported few problems. “Towas

less stress: than trying Lo entertain’

them for 12 weeks," said Pat Day Me-

Cray, who has I;W;Lusatthre school,

Locke and most Chicago Schooisi._i

ehose this calendar. Bul crow

forced several into il. Nine of tlm.-.
year-round schools divide kids into

four groups, eaeh on o dlfferem

school calendan. Many p&rehta Fie-
-sist such changes, as a group

May at Hurley School on the South-

“west Side,

Evidence of kids- baakpetia!ing'

over the summer is well-docu-
mented. Reﬁearchunyearvmund cal--

endars is limited; what exist&al::ﬂws

some modest heueﬁt-'& with the most
.ﬂ&srhve effeets on poor kids.

Daley and the Chicago Teachers
Union have: long supported year-

round: sehooling, -but. Daley also

wants a longer day and year. CPS'

170-day calendar is 15 days shorter-

than New York City's and much
shorter than in Japan and several

i:lm'

Sl:hlmt at Alain l.m:lm Eharter Academ',r runs 20 da',rs longer than at mnst in CPS. | BN mmeﬂ«auu TIMES, m{ums

European countries.
In a June speech before the Exec-

utives’ Club of Chicago, Daley ap-

pealed to the CTU, which is in coii-

tract talks with CPS, formore time -

. —.u

Jinschool, Unwn leaders say they're:
not opposed to'a longer day or year

— but they want to be paid for it,
Locke teachers and kids say the

breaks in the year-round sehedule:

r%'l __.IJ = -

keep them refreshed.

“Bveryone wants a job like this"
aaid teacher Beth E.iegel "Yﬂu work
hard for 10 weeks and then vou gotl
anicebreak.



